
 and  helping our cl ients’  dreams take f l ight .  

Training dogs to do the seemingly impossible;  

 CANINE COURIER 

In August 2010, Leslie and her husband received an email from DWW:          

“I think we have the perfect dog for you!”  Leslie works with Special            

Education students in junior high and she had begun to envision how one     

of these dogs could enrich the lives of her students.  

More Details    

Leslie and DWW Freedom 

FEATURED WORKING TEAM ~ Leslie and Freedom 

Spring 2013 

Ask the Trainer  ~ SPRING THAW 

Spring is just around the corner, and as the days lengthen, so too does  

our time outdoors in local off leash parks as both handler and pooch try  

to shed the odd post-Christmas pound.  

Each year, it seems, dogs become ill with gastroenteritis from things they 

‘discover’ beneath the receding snow. While these digestive upsets will 

generally clear themselves, you should do what you can to keep a watchful 

eye out for what you dog may have decided looks good to eat. If Fido has 

discovered a secret treasure that you don’t catch, here are some tips to 

deal with the recovery: 

More Details  
Shannon Northcott completes  

her apprenticeship training in May. 

Ask the children of a family that fostered puppy DWW Ramsay and 

then raised Ramsay’s sibling, DWW Merlot while in the adult        

program, what they preferred and here are their candid answers!  

“Flip a coin… odds are you will get a good argument for both.      

Puppies are cute, but they pee a lot and dogs have their own          

personality but they have no sense of timing.”  

I sat down with the Keyes’ children and spoke with teenagers:      

Gabi (15), Ivy (13), and Piper (11) about their fostering experiences. 

More Details  

Flip a coin... heads or tails? Raise a pup or a dog?  

Casino Night  

   April 29, 30 

 

Spring 2013 

Graduation  

  May 11th 

 

AGM /Volunteer  

Picnic  

 June 18th 

 

DWW Gala 

October 19th 

*  Save the Dates  * 

Piper, Ivy, Gabi, DWW Ramsay 

The days are already getting  longer and I can’t    

help wishing for spring to truly arrive. I don’t know 

if it’s my own advancing years, but I find winters 

here  increasingly harder to live through with                 

accumulated ice and snow everywhere.   

I wonder about the particular challenges that our 

northern climate pose for our clients, many of whom 

live with mobility challenges.  Ice beneath your feet 

is difficult for anyone; imagine what it is to deal with 

when you cannot see a slippery surface.  

More Details  

Editorial ~ In the Trenches 

Dogs With Wings Assistance Dog 

Society 

11343 - 174 Street NW *     dogswithwings.ca      *     Telephone: 780.944.8011    * 

: By P. McEwin 



Questions or comments?  

Email us at info@dogswithwings.ca or call 780-944-8011  

www.dogswithwings.ca 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

DONOR PROGRAMS:  

 SPONSOR a  DWW Dog 

 Make a DONATION 

CRA Charity Number: BN8886 77234 RR0001 

 

VOLUNTEER ~ change your life! 

Dogs With Wings continues to grow and provide dogs for our      

clients. So too grows the list of clients requesting a dog and we 

know that we could not do the work we do without the more than 

200 volunteers who give us their all.  

The following people are our most recent group of  DWW puppy 

and adult raisers and breeding homes.  

‘Paws on the back’ to you!           More Details  

DOG PILE  ~ Who’s got a puppy or a dog? 

AGM and Volunteer Appreciation Picnic ~ June 18, 2013 

At last year’s AGM, our bylaws were changed so that all active volunteers at Dogs With Wings are automatically 

members of the Society and entitled to vote at our Annual General Meeting.  This year’s AGM will be held on 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013 and our annual Volunteer Picnic will follow the meeting.  Additional details will   

be announced soon, but the Annual General Meeting will be brief and then it is on to the   

fun, recognizing the great work done by our volunteers! 

Interested in finding out more about becoming a member of the Board of Directors?          

Contact Rob McTavish at 780. 910.1526. 

REALTORS Community Foundation, Tetra Tech & Black Top Paving 

join forces with Dogs with Wings! 

There are many organizations in Alberta that recognize the importance of our      

mission and are prepared to support that mission by providing much needed        

financial support. This year, we want to welcome a couple of new corporate faces     

to the Dogs With Wings family.   

The REALTORS Community Foundation has given millions of dollars to local 

charities on behalf of its members. Last year, they assisted us with the cost of    

equipping a training van. This year, the REALTORS, Tetra Tech and Black Top 

Paving have each provided a year’s tuition for one of our puppies.  

We also want to recognize the City of Edmonton through its Community Investment 

Operating Grant Award.  

* * NEW  * * 

Board of  

Directors 

Dogs With Wings Assistance Dog Society 

11343 - 174 Street, NW                                    301 - 279 Midpark Way, SE 

Edmonton AB T5S 0B7                           Calgary AB T2X 1M2 
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FEATURED WORKING TEAM ~ Leslie and Freedom (continued) 

Leslie first heard about the Dogs With Wings family when she attended a presentation on animal assisted     

therapy. The idea of incorporating  a service dog into her counseling practice students began there and after   

discussing the idea with her husband, she contacted DWW with her proposal. Shortly after putting this idea to 

paper, the email arrived from DWW and things began to happen very quickly. After an initial meeting with 

DWW Freedom, he moved into their home the following week. With her principals’ approval, she and Freedom 

did team training with Maria Illes and so began DWW Freedom’s  special career as a facility dog.  

Clients usually have a number of months to bond with the dogs before they ‘fly solo.’ However,  in Leslie and 

Freedom’s case, it wasn’t long before he was working in school regularly. From the time his paws hit the 

ground, the benefits of utilizing Freedom were evident, notes Leslie. She and her staff observed that DWW 

Freedom ‘opened many doors’ for her students and her goal for both Freedom and her students was being 

realized. 

Leslie has since returned to complete a Masters in Social Work and for part of that time, DWW Freedom did 

not accompany her.  Missing the work they had done together, Leslie approached Edmonton Public Schools 

and they both got jobs, Leslie as a School Social Work Consultant and DWW Freedom as a service dog! After all 

the due diligence was attended to and letters went to various principals, parents and staff to introduce the idea, 

explain Freedom’s role, and to resolve any conflicts, the service duo began their work in 14 different Edmonton-

area schools! 

Leslie tries to incorporate DWW Freedom however she can. He is in the classroom, attends staff meetings, sits 

for school photos and rumour has it he even runs in the school’s Terry Fox Run!  

DWW Freedom models good behaviour for students such as listening, sitting quietly and remembering his   

manners when he is wearing his service jacket. Students are allowed to brush him and play ball with him in the 

gym at specified times. 

When it came time for Leslie to complete her Master’s thesis,  she decided to explore an important question: 

What do dogs do for children with autism? Her interview subjects for her research are families with Autism  

Service Dogs from DWW and she will analyze their feedback on having a working dog in their family. Leslie    

remains busy completing her research,  writing  papers, attending conferences as well as meeting the needs of 

her family. And yes, DWW Freedom goes with her.   

So what has Leslie found to be the benefits for children with autism working with a service dog? 

1. The dogs dissolve the barriers in children allowing them to talk about the hard topics. They eliminate       

people’s natural guard. 

2. They bring joy to children, staff and act as an official greeter. 

3. The dogs are unique and bring a ‘fun’ factor to the environment. 

In summary, Leslie feels that DWW Freedom is setting a high standard in the field and acting as a pioneer with 

the work that he is doing. They interact with people every day, providing an opportunity to educate the public 

about service dogs. She is proud to be an ambassador for Dogs With Wings as DWW and  Freedom has           

enriched her life both personally and professionally.  

One of her students shared: “I feel safe being with him. He is big and strong.” 

                                                                        

 

 

 

 RETURN  

  

Serving as a ‘live’ educational tool requires recharging 

and DWW Freedom does so on his one day off a week.  

Leslie says that DWWFreedom  

is not a ‘morning person.’  



Keyes’ Interview (continued)  
 
How did your family decide that you would foster a DWW puppy?  

Piper was at her swimming lesson and there was  a service dog there. This prompted them to get a pamphlet 

and check it out. Finally, in an effort to win support from the entire family, Piper, in an ‘Oprah-like’ moment, 

did a presentation to the family on why they should foster a puppy. Everyone was in favour, however, Ivy said 

she wouldn’t make any promises about helping with the puppy. 

Describe what the first months were like for you girls with DWW Ramsay (nickname ‘Nubs’)?  

“Pee everywhere, adorableness, suffocating a baby rhino fat, drooping forehead, goofy looking, obese runt who 

resembled an outcast, who slept all the time, nibbled while they walked, and whined at night for the first 

week.” They also experienced that people would recognize them by the dog, not by their own name. 

Describe what the first months were like for you girls with Merlot (nickname ‘Boo Boo’)?  

“Talking to a brick wall, stubborn, an iron bladder.” She would not go busy 

busy when they put her out. Ivy would tell her, “If you are not going to go,    

I can be stubborn too and wait all day.” DWW Merlot would check what    

everyone was doing and make the rounds room by room. At first she didn’t 

want to go to school, running away and she was startled by the doorbell 

when asleep. They found if they made it a game she would cooperate. 

What is the biggest difference between fostering a puppy versus 

fostering a dog? 

“There is more work with a puppy, but they are cute. You have to watch   

everywhere you step and keep an eye on them so they don’t become a ‘serial plant killer’ or crawl to sneak and 

get into trouble. You can stay at home with a puppy so it can seem like it takes up less time; however you have 

to watch them. With a dog you have to drive them to school, so it is more of an effort.” 

 What is your fostering preference, a puppy or a dog?  

“Tough one.  A puppy is more rewarding to train, as an adult you get to see them at the end with client.           

Both are good”. 

What are some of the challenges you experienced while fostering a puppy or dog?  

“No sense of time, you would just start to eat and the dog needs out to pee.” The girls would do ‘dibs out’ to see 

who would let the dog out.  

What is the best part of fostering a puppy or dog?  

This question prompted laughter and non-stop sharing of so many stories with everyone talking at once, 

sparking even more stories. In a word ~  MEMORIES. From Ramsay peeing on escalator with their mom, to 

their dad stepping in poop; and the photos and more laughter. “The dogs have their own personality, pouting 

and turning their back to adults when they get in trouble.” 

What would say to a family thinking of fostering a DWW puppy or adult dog? 

“Get through the puppy phase, they are still cute, half grown and start to accommodate to your schedule. If you 

are busy, you can take them with you everywhere. There is a network of people to help when you go on vaca-

tions. It is rewarding to train them, after all that work. After they do go to someone, it is great that they will 

change their life.” 

It isn’t as hard as it looks, after the first two weeks it gets better. 

It is worth it in the end to see the results, no matter how bad it gets, it is not worth stressing, the bad parts 
pass.  

Great program- well facilitated- the whole family gets involved. The trainers make it work to your schedule. 

How hard was it to say good-bye to DWW Ramsay?  

They were not as sad as they thought they would be saying goodbye to Ramsay. They just began with Merlot 

where they had left off with him. They know they will see him again at grad. “He has his own family to go to 

and work with.”  “You do dread it until it comes, however it is not our dog.” 

The family will definitely go to grad as they will celebrate with the dogs’ new families. As for getting another 

DWW puppy or dog after Merlot, they will take a break but  definitely will continue to board for DWW. All 

three girls said they will stay involved with Dogs With Wings as adults.      RETURN 

Piper with DWW Merlot 



Editorial ~ In the Trenches (continued)  

Nevertheless, we have some very bright things to look forward to this spring. For those of you 

who are on the internet, you’ll want to have a look at our re-designed  website.  We found a  

sterling volunteer in Calgary-based web designer, Lon Hoffer, a man of  considerable talents. 

The new site is much cleaner, refreshed and easier to navigate. It’s also responsive across a 

wide variety of platforms, so you can check us out whether you’re on a tablet, smart phone or 

your desk top. 

Our Spring Graduation will be held on Saturday, May 11th, 2013 at the Edmonton Petroleum Club. 

We are grateful to have the support of Ed and Paige Stahl who will be our hosts again this year.  Our annual 

grad ceremony is central to everything we do at Dogs With Wings, the time when it all the hard work is       

complete and our clients are paired with skilled dogs that will open up new possibilities for them to be          

integrated in the community; to attend school or a job thus providing them with brand new independence.      

If you have  never seen a Dogs With Wings graduation, mark May 11th on your calendar now.  It will surely be 

one of the most meaningful events of the year. Additional details will be posted on our website and on          

Facebook closer to the date. 

You will note something of a change in direction in our fundraising efforts this year. We will, of course, have 

our Gala dinner and auction again. The 2012 event raised over $60,000 for us  and we will return to the     

Enjoy Centre on October 19th . But many of our fundraising initiatives will be smaller, volunteer-driven 

events. We are  now selling raffle tickets (available from the office at $10.00 each)  for a weekend mountain 

extravaganza at the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel, and some of our volunteers and supporters will be hosting 

events in their own homes and communities to celebrate puppies graduating to the adult program and adults 

moving on to be life-changing partners. If you are interested in getting involved in  something like this, please 

contact me at the office. 

Finally, for all our Calgary friends and supporters, Dogs With Wings is registered for the Scotia Bank Charity 

Challenge Marathon this year so if you are a runner – get yourself registered and start collecting pledges. And 

while you’re there, ask about  raising a foster DWW puppy in our new Calgary Puppy Raising Program. For 

more information on this, please contact Paula  Bildfell at 403.815.3649.  She can give you all the details about       

registration. 

RETURN        John Wheelwright, Executive Director 

  

Ask the trainer ~ SPRING THAW (continued)  

If your adult dog is otherwise happy, perky and has not gone off its food or water, but has diarrhea or is     

vomiting, then you can ignore it for the first 24 hours. Even straining or blood in the stool is not necessarily 

cause for alarm at this point. If it persists beyond 24 hours, you can dose the dog with Pepto-Bismol (1mls/5kg 

of weight 3 times per day). You may also withdraw food for 24 hours if the diarrhea persists to 48 hours.  If 

the condition persists for more than 3 days, you should consult a vet. 

If, however, your adult dog is depressed, lethargic, vomits more than 5 times in a 24 hour period, persists for 

more than 48 hours, or if the diarrhea is black or tarry, you should consult the vet straight away. 

For puppies, the situation is a little different, and the younger the pup is, the  greater the concern should be. 

For a pup less than 8 weeks of age, the vet should be consulted right away, and pups between 6 and 12 months 

of age should not fast for longer than 12 hours. A puppy less than 6 months of age should never fast, and a 

bland diet of hamburger, chicken or tuna mixed 1 to 4 with plain boiled rice should be used to keep food in 

him. Fortiflora may also be added to food to increase digestibility and if you are going to use Pepto-Bismol, 

the weight/dose ratio is the same as for adults, at 1mls per 5 kgs of body weight. 

RETURN 

 



DOG PILE  ~ Who’s got a puppy or a dog? (continued)  

 RETURN 

 

Dog Raiser Sponsor Puppy Raiser 

KODA Christina D.   HUTCH Mark /Ingrid F. 

LOLA Scott MC.   FLETCHER Sharon /Don P. 

LUCY Susan / Ken H.   QUESTA Corinne S. 

OSCAR Janet D./Judith D. STAHL QUAYLA Emma A. 

MERLOT Griffin/ Linda K. RINTOUL QUINLEY Randi T. 

MURDOCH Anne / John Y. UA488 QUIZNO Judy N. 

MERLIN Glenda/ Carel  J. RINTOUL ELLIS Liz S. 

RAMSAY Monica P. OILMAN'S MADISON Shar M. 

MAX Barb / Darcy P. RINTOUL PENNY Darlene P. 

MOLLY Donna W. CESSCO HARRIS Ann C (OILMAN’S) 

MAVERICK Connie L.   ASTRO Val S. 

MAC Georgia D./Aaron M. GRANDE PRAIRIE 
FIREFIGHTERS 

LUNA Amy B. 

OPUS Raylene M. MARSHA STAR Celeste W./Gord 

ODIE Peter K. DACRO COMET Cathy B. 

OSLO Melody T. ALL-FAB LOLLY   Valerie/Bill W. 

OAKLEY Sherry B. CRESTWOOD REESE Bonnie T. 

OLLIE Val S.   JELLYBEAN  Carolyn M. 

PAIGE Georgina L. PAIGE STAHL KINDER  

PETERBILT John W. STAHL HOLDING TANKS 

BREEDING DOGS Shelley W. 

HARLOW Georgina L.   Lise B. 

JAZZ Brenna K. Brian /Selikke K Liz S. 

PRIA Sherry W.   Sue D. 


