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Wow! WGADS became Dogs with Wings! Seven dog-and-
person teams graduated! Our first ever gala and charity
auction! Our first graduation of a dog for a child with autism!
All on the same night! Could it be any more exciting? Too many
exclamation marks are annoying, but this was an event that
demanded them.

In 1996, we incorporated under the name of Western Guide Dog
Foundation with the goal of providing guide dogs for the blind in
Alberta. In 2003, we expanded our services to include assistance
dogs for persons with physical disabilities, and hearing dogs for
the hearing impaired. This led to the most recent name: Western
Guide and Assistance Dog Society. Besides being a tongue twister
for answering the phones and having no suitable shorter way of
saying it, it didn’t begin to describe what our dogs do or what
they mean to the clients who receive them.

When we undertook the training of assistance dogs for children
with autism, it was time to look for a name that reflected the
changes in our organization. Enter the talented team from DDB
Canada who inspired and helped us alter our name and our look,
to better represent the dynamic nature of our mission.

Words can’t express our thanks to the DDB team for donating
their talents and their time so generously. With their guidance,
we decided to take our identity in a new direction. To go a step
beyond the straightforward descriptive names of our past, in
favour of something that shows more feeling and more of what

WGADS Unveils
New Name,
New Look,
at Graduation
and Gala
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we offer. As a society that is 100%
dependent upon charitable
donations, we believe it's important
that our name brings out a caring
response in people and creates an
emotional connection to our
organization.

While developing our new identity,
we chose several criteria that our
new name should meet. We wanted
a name that highlighted what our
dogs truly mean to people. A name
that reflects the intense training they
receive in order to provide the
highest level of guidance,
companionship, security and
freedom to those who need it most.
One that represents the many roles
they fulfill in the lives of our clients.
They are leaders, pilots and
guardian angels. They are everyday
heroes that help dreams take flight.
They are DOGS with WINGS.

The future is bright. The sky is the
limit. It's time to fly.

This article is adapted from
writings by DDB Canada and by
Karen Baxter, Fund Raising
Coordinator, used originally for the
gala program.

DOGS WITH WINGS
 Assistance Dog Society
14550 - 116 Avenue,
Edmonton, AB.  T5M 3E9
phone (780) 944-8011
fax: 944-9571
website: www.dogswithwings.ca

The Canine Courier is published
by DOGS WITH WINGS.
Editor and writer: Wynne Edwards
Layout: Paula Wintink
If you have comments or
suggestions for future stories,
please contact the Editor, Canine
Courier care of info@guidedog.ca

Above: Wade Beattie hangs out with the Rogers kids while Mom Tanyss
speaks at the graduation gala.

Below: A wide variety of items were donated to the Silent Auction, and both
the Live and Silent Auctions helped make the Gala a huge success!

Our new website is:
www.dogswithwings.ca

You can also click on the links
to our new blogs:

dogs-with-wings.blogspot.com
doggoneangel.blogspot.com
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Program for providing dogs for children
with autism is
up and running
Parents of autistic children, who
are a flight risk, live in a constant
state of high alert, knowing that if
they are distracted for just a
moment, their child may bolt into
a hazardous situation. A child may
suddenly dash across a busy
street, toward open water, or away
from a parent at a busy shopping
centre - a frightening prospect for
any parent.  but these children
have no sense of danger.  
 
What does an
Autism Service Dog do?
 These special dogs are trained to
act as an anchor for a child with a
bolting tendency.  The child wears
a belt that is tethered to the dog’s
harness and holds the handle on the
dog’s back. The parent holds the
dog’s leash. The dog is trained to
respond to the instructions of the
parent, so if the child suddenly
bolts, the parent gives the command
“STAY!” and the dog will sit and
remain sitting, giving the parent the
opportunity to manage the situation.

Other benefits to the child that may
come with the dog: increased social
acceptance, calming influence, help
with self-regulation. Not having to
constantly race after the child
provides welcome relief for the
parents.

A second type of dog trained for a
child with autism is a therapy dog.
These dogs do not have public
access but work in the home with
the child and family. They can be
placed with children or young
adults who have autism or other
types of disability such as Down’s
Syndrome or Tourette’s Syndrome.

Why DOGS WITH WINGS and why now?

Recent statistics indicate that as
many as one of every 150 children
is diagnosed with some form of
Autism Spectrum Disorder. DOGS
WITH WINGS is now the second
school in Canada training Autism
Dogs, and the only one based in the
West. Until now, families desperate
for a service dog for their child,
faced a waiting time of 2 - 3 years.
This is an urgent need since the time
frame for a service dog to benefit a
child with autism is when they are
between three and twelve years old.

Happily, the DOGS WITH WINGS
autism service dog program is in
full operation. The new face around
the office prior to graduation was
Wade Beattie, a consultant for
Autism dogs, who assisted with the
training of our trainers, as well as
our first team. Colby and Champion
graduated from the program on Oct.
27, 2007 (see other articles for
details).

Applications from families with
children with autism are being
accepted now!

Colby with Champion, our first autism dog
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For anyone who wondered
whether Dogs with Wings was
ready to host a large fund-raising
gala and charity auction in
conjunction with the 2007
graduation, the answer is a
resounding "yes!" On October 27
the largest audience to ever
attend a Dogs with Wings
graduation ceremony gathered in
the courtyard of the Mayfield Inn.
Seven guide and assistance dog
teams received their graduation
certificates and their "wings" -
the new logo in the form of a
lapel pin.

The Graduate
Teams

Sixteen-year-old Chuckie Carlson and
his partner Buddy are well known in
the town of Ponoka. Buddy has
improved Chuckie’s independence and
mobility by guiding him visually and
steadying him. Chuckie is a tireless
ambassador for Dogs with Wings. He
sold more raffle tickets last spring than
any other volunteer. Buddy, a regal
black standard poodle, was chosen for
Chuckie because of his allergies. Buddy
dispels any doubts about a poodle being
trained as a guide or assistance dog.

Seven Terrific Teams
Graduate at Gala Evening

Colby Rogers is our first client
with autism to receive an
assistance dog. Colby is a flight
risk so Champion’s job is to help
keep him safe (see separate article
on Colby and autism). When his
mother, Tanyss, asked Colby if he
would like to say anything, he took
the microphone and tried public
speaking for the first time, using
the most words he had ever spoken
at once. Champion, a large yellow,
black lab/golden retriever cross
from the "C" litter, lives up to his
name and is an excellent choice for
the Rogers family.

Sandy Fewkes emotionally described
how Misty II, her black cockapoo
partner, changed her life. Sandy lost her
hearing a year ago. Misty, with a touch
of her nose, informs Sandy when the
doorbell rings, the phone rings, or other
unusual noises occur. Misty's most
important role is to notify Sandy if a
smoke alarm is triggered.

Chase, another beautiful yellow dog
from the “C” litter, is a hearing dog who
also helps stabilize her client, Greg
Carrier, as he walks. They attend the
University of Alberta together where
Greg is working on his thesis. Next year
this team will be living in England.

Dora, a yellow lab assistance dog, stood
with her partner, Thomas Illes, as he told
the large audience how she has changed
his life. Having her with him means he is
now more able to be an active participant
in the community. Dora has earned her
nickname of Adorable Dora but she is also
a smart and competent working dog.
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Merle Linden and Denver, a large
black lab, waited a long time to be
partners. Merle broke her leg just as she
started training with Denver. Denver
returned to Edmonton where he injured
his leg requiring surgery and a long
healing period. He repeated this
sequence when he injured a second leg.
Merle waited, confident Denver was the
right dog for her. Thanks to veterinary
surgeon and Dogs with Wings board
member, Dr. Todd Scott, and the staff
at Crestwood Veterinary Centre, Denver
now assists Merle with her mobility in
Medicine Hat.

At Barry
W i l l i a m s ’
f a v o u r i t e
coffee shop,
his buddies
have been
warned by
C e s s c o ' s
t r a i n e r ,
Maria: “No
doughnuts for
C e s s c o ! ”
C e s s c o ,
a n o t h e r
b e a u t i f u l

yellow, black lab/golden retriever cross
from the "C" litter, acts as Barry's eyes
as he guides him around Olds and helps
him do his job as a sports' reporter for
the local newspaper.

The Dinner and Auctions
Following the ceremony, graduates and guests moved to a banquet
room where 244 people and numerous dogs were served dinner,
accompanied by live and silent auctions and entertainment. Actually
the dogs were under the tables and weren't served dinner - see
report by Buddy.

Young graduate, Chuckie Carlson, received a standing ovation
when he sang during dinner, accompanied on keyboard by Marilyn
Almond. Another teenager, an alumnus  from Dogs with Wings,
Sean Russenholt, accompanied by his mother, played both violin
and flute resulting in another standing ovation. The crowd was
wowed by the talents of these two young men. Magician and
motivational speaker, Conal Mullen, rounded out the entertainment
for an appreciative audience.

When staff and volunteers decided to attempt a fundraising gala
and charity auction, their dreams did not encompass an event as
successful as this one. All of the tables had sponsors, ticket sales
necessitated booking a larger banquet space, and donations of items
to the auction surpassed all expectations. Total profit to date from
the live and silent auctions, table sponsors, ticket sales, and other
donations related to the event, has risen to nearly $30,000.

Dogs with Wings is grateful to every person who contributed to
this event: all the volunteers, donors of auction items, those who
bid in the auctions. Special thanks to Global TV who provided
excellent publicity. Seanna Collins created order from chaos when
she brought camera and crew to the DWW office where dogs,
puppies, trainers, volunteers, even one client, appeared live on the
early morning television show.  Andrea Engel from Global was
the enthusiastic MC for the gala.

Among the live auction items was a beautiful framed picture of a
young boy and his dog, painted and donated for the auction by
Marion Tuplin, sister of Karen Baxter, Dogs with Wings Fund
Development Coordinator. Her painting sold for $2,550. The eight
items in the live auction netted over $10,000, due in large part to
the skill of Professional Auctioneer, Kelly Dunn, who donated her
time and talent.

Dogs added joy to the evening and made it different from other
galas. There were dogs under tables, dogs strutting their stuff in
the space around the silent auction, one dog lounging on the speaker
platform with three young children. A puppy yapped occasionally,
attempting to involve an older dog in play. People not involved
with Dogs with Wings wanted to see even more dogs.  At the close
of celebrations, donors queued to collect their auction items from
volunteers and staff who were weary but happy, as their minds
spun with plans for next year's celebration.
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Puppy Tales: More and More Puppies
by Shannon Baxter

Our latest litter of puppies was born
on August 3rd, 2007. This is the 5th
litter in the Dogs with Wings
breeding program - also known as
the “E” litter. It is the second litter
for parents Libby (a black lab) and
Wally (a golden retriever).

Everest, our biggest boy in the litter
is extremely affectionate and will
do anything for a cuddle. He is
being fostered by 2nd time puppy
raiser Susan Dueck.

Elliott is with first time puppy raiser
Sherri Davidson. He is a ball of
energy and looks just like his mom.

Elliott is sponsored by: UA Local
488 - Plumbers & Pipefitters

Eddy, one of the two yellow puppies,
is sponsored by Stahl Peterbilt, likes
to talk and will tell you whatever is
on his mind. His puppy raiser is 2nd
timer Peter Kawalilak.

Ebony, our only girl in the litter, is a
very fast learner. She is sponsored
by DACRO, and is living with 5th
time puppy raiser Debbie Csongradi.

Enzo is our cute blonde boy, who
is very engaged with people, has his
mom’s excited little hop and a
joyful stubborn streak.  His puppy
raiser is 3rd timer, Randee Rurka.

Buddy the Poodle Reports on Graduation␣ ␣ ␣ ␣ ␣ ␣ ␣ ␣ ␣ ␣
So finally the day came that
everyone has been harping about
since I was a young pup: “Don’t do
this or you won’t be ready for
graduation... Don’t do that or you
won’t be able to graduate.” Well, in
spite of being a dog who by nature
isn’t the type to be at everybody
else’s beck and call, I made it to the
big day. There I was in all my black
poodle beauty, up on stage with the
others, and would you believe they

put a blue square thing on my head.
It covered my own elegant tuft and
the elastic under my chin nearly
choked a bark out of me. Is that
what I’d trained for all these
months!!??

Everyone was so fancy in their nice
duds that I hardly recognized my
friends. But when I did I thought
I’d died and entered doggy heaven.
I was a little ticked, though, when
my Edmonton family greeted me

with another dog in tow. And
wouldn’t you know it would be
Charly, the wonder dog. All I’ve
heard is “Charly comes when she’s
called ... Charly doesn’t run after
cats ... Charly doesn’t snatch dirty
tissues out of waste baskets ...
Charly doesn’t run through the
house with underwear hanging out
of her mouth when company
comes.”

At the dinner - and note that ‘dinner’
was not intended for those of us
with four legs - I was under the table
behaving myself and happy until I
spotted that square hat with the
tassel, sitting under a chair. Would
you believe that it is now up on my
boy’s wall beside my certificate?
They get it down to show people
how cute I look with it on. But I
figured out if I position myself in a
corner, facing the wall, they
eventually give up and put it back
on the wall. And that’s where it
should stay!

I want to let you doubters know, you
people who only use two legs to
walk, that I always knew I was
going to make the program because
I knew my boy needed me. Chuckie
was a little slow in appreciating me
until we started high school
together. Now do not tell Maria, but
I am a bit of a babe magnet. Yep. I
draw them like flies to manure or
maybe I should flower that up for
the city people - like bees to honey.
Once the girls gather, my boy
schmoozes with them until they
walk away giggling, cuzz they’ve
had some fun with THE TEAM.
Anyway, I am very excited that I
made it, even though a bit
disappointed anyone would think
for a moment I wouldn’t.

Buddy Carlson writes and assists
his boy, Chuckie, in Ponoka,
Alberta.

Follow the adventures of the puppies:
dogs-with-wings.blogspot.com
and doggoneangel.blogspot.com
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Featured Graduate

Chuckie Carlson
and Buddy:
A Winning Team
When Chuckie Carlson raced through our front door, followed by
his giant black standard poodle, Buddy, he entered our hearts as well
as our home. Although we were unsure how to handle Buddy, we
loved him and we loved Chuckie from the moment we met them.

When Buddy boarded with us for his advanced training, he was pretty
sure he didn’t have to obey his Ponoka rules any more. His bark box
seemed to be connected to his running legs. His favourite game was
playing “chase me” as he galloped just out of reach with my new
blouse, or my dirty underwear. Our first venture into the world was
to a department store, where he lay under a shirt rack and refused to
move for 45 minutes. Clearly, we had lots to learn. Thankfully, Maria
Illes, his (our) trainer, rescued us and Buddy soon became an excellent
working dog.

Buddy’s boy, Chuckie, entered this world weighing less than two
pounds. His subsequent problems were expected to leave him unable
to walk, talk, or hear. Apparently no one told Chuckie this. In spite of
obstacles that would overwhelm most people, he has motored through
16 years of life supported by his devoted parents, Val and Blaine
Carlson. He walks with the help of braces and chats with everyone he
meets. He was a Stollery Children’s Hospital Champion Child in 2002.
Although he still contends with serious medical problems, Chuckie
attends school, volunteers at an extended care facility, and is active in
his church. His beautiful singing voice can be heard on his own
recording.

Buddy was donated to Chuckie by breeder Jeanine Mallet, and was puppy-raised by the Carlson family.
Chuckie then had to send his puppy to Edmonton for nearly a year for his training at Dogs with Wings.
Chuckie, ever the politician, lobbied vigorously for Buddy’s early return. But finally he made the hard
decision to leave Buddy in Edmonton for as long as it took to train to be his assistance dog.

Last spring Maria took Buddy to Ponoka for the final stage of training with Chuckie. We still miss him but
are thrilled to see how seriously he takes his work. Following are Chuckie’s own words:

Buddy has been a good boy for me. He likes to go to school with me and sits down as
soon as he helps me on the van. He always helps me down the steps when we get to
the comp.  We have walked across the field 2 times to go to the hospital after school
to get my lab work done. On Saturday we walked downtown for five hours and
visited all the shop people.  Buddy saw 2 dogs and didn’t even fuss a bunch. I said
leave it and calm down and he listened. He was a real good boy for me. When I am
not feeling good buddy jumps up on my bed and licks my face. He stays with me until
I’m feeling better.

On Oct. 27, 2007, this winning team received their graduation certificate from Dogs with Wings.

7Canine Courier

by Wynne Edwards who, with her husband Bill,  provided a boarding home for Buddy
during his Edmonton training period.

“ He’s a real

good boy

for me.”
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Thank You, Sponsors
 by Irene Fraleigh

Every time I sit down to write our thanks, I am awe-
struck by the number of people that Dogs with Wings
is thankful for.  So many people contribute in so many
different ways. Since our last newsletter we have two
new corporate sponsors.  UA Local 488, our newest
puppy sponsor, has sponsored Elliot for his first year
of development. Fluid Design Solutions Inc. is our latest
puppy co-sponsor.

DDB took up the challenge of re-branding the former
Western Guide and Assistance Dog Society.  Martha,
Jessica and Howard came up with exactly the name
and image we wanted. We are proud to say our name is
Dogs with Wings - our dogs are everyday heroes who
help dreams take flight (see article on page 1). 

Purina is donating the Veterinary Line of Purina Pet
foods to our dogs. The Purina line is broad. They
provide special diets for dogs with delicate tummies,
hypoallergenic needs, or chubbiness problems.  Thank
you Purina for your support!  Bayer Animal Health
provides Advantage Multi for our dogs in training, and
Intervet Canada provides Continuum DAP vaccine. 
The partnerships that we have with these companies
help to ensure the health and wellness of our dogs.

Stahl Peterbilt is sponsoring their second puppy, Eddy,
and continues to support us in many other ways.  Dacro
Industries is sponsoring Ebony, their second puppy.

Andy and Sherry Banack’s  company, Apollo Sunrooms
Inc, together with Riteway Fencing, supplied and
installed the new, much-needed, outdoor dog run at the
west side of our building. Sherry and Andy also
provided the birthplace and weeks of newborn care for
the “E” litter.

An Alberta company, George Jones Dog Food, from
Country Pride Pet Foods, has pledged to donate one
cent for every pound of their dog food sold anywhere.

Sherry Filek, of Waggin Tails, is providing space for
puppy classes every second Friday.

The Jasper Place Legion Ladies Auxiliary # 255
generously donated their gaming funds to us, to help a
child get a service dog.  

There are so many people, companies, groups and
organizations that do so much to make Dogs with Wings
possible. There really is no thank you big enough to
express our gratitude.

Mark Your Calendars!

Trainers
need
help to
fly
As I typed the headline for this article, I thought: “Our
trainers already have wings!” They’re the angels who
make Dogs with Wings fly. Without their dedicated hard
work, our roly-poly puppies could never advance to their
adult role of increasing the independence of our clients.

However an important part of maintaining and
improving the skills of our trainers is attending
conferences. Besides furthering their education at these
gatherings, they form a network of resources, and return
to their jobs with renewed enthusiasm.

In February 2008, there is a conference in Los Angeles
that would further training in the use of clickers, a
successful method currently being adopted by our
trainers. In June, 2008, the Assistance Dogs
International and the International Guide Dog
Federation conferences will be held in London,
England. Both are important for the education and
enlightenment of our trainers but they need our support
for these journeys. In the past generous folk have
donated their air points, made cash donations, and even
provided tickets. Can you help them fly this time?

 Call 780 944-8011 or e-mail info@dogswithwings.ca.  

Maria and Dora
at the Clicker Expo

Casino - Alberta Building Trades Charitable Foundation
Fort McMurray: Wed. Jan. 9;  Thurs, Jan. 10, 2008
Volunteers needed for several shifts
If you are able to help or know someone in
Fort McMurray who could help, please
call Irene at 780 944-8011

Bingo - at Fort Road Bingo
Volunteers needed for several shifts:
Saturday, December 22;  afternoon, evening, late night
Tuesday Feb. 26, 2008; afternoon and evening
Dogs with Wings positions are all in the back
in the “cage.” It’s fun and a great way to help!




