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Regular readers will recall that last 

summer was spent largely in 

preparation for our accreditation by 

Assistance Dogs International, the 

group that sets standards in the service 

dog industry. That effort was years in 

the planning and months in the 

preparation, all of which paid off 

handsomely during the audit process 

itself. 

 

This year, our objective is to be 

accredited by International Guide Dog 

Federation, headquartered in the United 

Kingdom, but with members all over 

the world. IGDF audits schools that 

specialize in Guide Dogs. Our 

application is submitted and we are 

awaiting word on when the audit will 

take place. Once the IGDF 

accreditation is complete, we will be 

formally recognized for both of our 

areas of specialty: Guide Dogs and 

Service Dogs. 

 

But this does not mean that we have 

achieved all of our goals quite yet! For 

months we have been quietly planning 

with the Department of National 

Defence and are now very pleased to 

announce that we have formed a 

strategic partnership with DND for the 

provision of therapy and facility dogs to 

work with our veterans returning from 

active duty in Afghanistan and other 

areas of armed conflict.  

 

Treatment centres, called Joint 

Personnel Support Units, are being 

established across the country, and we 

are the only organization to be asked to 

provide therapy animals. The program 

will launch at the Edmonton Garrison 

and while we have not yet worked out 

all of the details, we are excited by the 

many possibilities. Not only can we 

provide highly trained animals to 

persons who truly need them in active 

treatment, but our partnership with the 

residents of the Edmonton base opens 

up a whole new group of ‗friends‘ for 

Dogs with Wings, whether it be puppy 

or adult raisers, or those who can assist 

us with fundraising and other 

administrative tasks. This is truly 

another feather in our cap and proof 

that the quality and consistency of our 

work has spread to a larger community. 

 

And of course, our new building and 

first permanent home looms ever 

closer. The purchase was completed at 

the end of May and we hope to have 

various trades start immediately on the 

construction of the interior of the 

building. We want to be moved by the 

middle of August. While this may not 

be the easiest of times in which to 

fundraise in the community, our costs 

of purchasing, financing and building 

are all well below levels we saw 18 

months ago, so we have made our 

decision and are ready to make it a 

success. 

 

We have some exciting opportunities 

for sponsorship of particular areas of 

the new building. If you or someone 

you know wants to get in on the 

―ground floor‖, please contact me at the 

office. 

 

To our many clients, friends and 

supporters, I wish you a 

happy and safe summer 

season. 

Dogs with Wings is a fully 

accredited member of ADI 

by John Wheelwright, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

Donate now! 
 

Did you know that you can donate on line at our website?  Click on the  

Donate Now button to make a safe, secure donation through Canada Helps. 

You can help them earn their wings! 

Photo Credit, Debbie Csongradi 

Its been a busy spring season at Dogs with Wings 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boilermakers Local 146 have been long time friends of 

Dog with Wings.  In the spring of 2008 the members of the 

local partnered with us to sponsor a beautiful black 

Labrador from the first Nova Scotia group of puppies.   

The boilermakers chose the name Rigger for their dog – a 

rigger is a person who  specializes in lifting and moving of 

extremely large or heavy objects, it‘s part of the 

boilermaker trade.  We love the name, as it implies strength 

and stability.  Perfect for one of our dogs! 

 

The Boilermakers have also been involved with Operation 

Red Nose, allowing that group to use their dispatch hall to 

operate as headquarters during the holiday & party season.  

The proceeds that are raised by the Rotary Club of 

Edmonton Strathcona from Operation Red Nose are to be 

donated to fund youth programs in our community.  The 

Boilermakers donated their share of the funds to Camp He 

Ho Ha and to Dogs with Wings.  Both organizations work 

closely with children with disabilities. 

 

Rigger has progressed very well through puppyhood and is 

now in the second and more formal stage of his training.  

It‘s  too early to tell exactly what job he will perform, but 

we are sure that he will be a star.  Thank you Boilermakers 

for your commitment to helping foster independence for 

people with disabilities and for your good work in our 

community. 

 

Boilermakers local 146 helping to lead the way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canine Courier is published 

by DOGS WITH WINGS. 

 

If you have comments or  

suggestions for future stories, 

please contact the Canine Courier 

care of info@dogswithwings.ca. 

DOGS WITH WINGS 

Assistance Dog Society 

14550-116 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB   T5M 3E9 

Phone 780-944-8011 

Fax     780-944-9571 

Website: www.dogswithwings.ca 

    Rigger keeps a watchful eye 

Guaranteed good times! 
 

We are looking for dogs and their 

families to volunteer for the  

following summer events: 

June 14    Walk Now 4 Autism  

June 27    Camrose Golf Tourny 

July 4&5 Waterworks Pond Tours 

July 15    Red Deer Parade 

July 31    Camrose Parade 

Sept 13    Walk Now 4 Autism 

Please contact the office for more 

information on any event and to 

confirm your attendance.   

THANK YOU for volunteering! 

As we get ready for our upcoming move,  

we have revised our Wish List… 

 

Flooring for the main office areas 

(approx. 1500 sq ft) 

Carpeting for the second floor (approx. 

1500 sq ft) 

New vacuum to keep the place clean 

Window blinds for 5 large windows 

Bathroom fixtures (2 sinks, toilets, 

towel dispensers) 

 

Grooming table 

Professional blow dryer for dogs 

Walk up animal wash tub 

Electric Washer and Dryer 

 

Refrigerator 

Electric stove 

Hood fan & Blower 

Dishwasher 

 

Board room Table & Chairs (12) 

Office furniture (desks, chairs, cre-

denza) 

Filing cabinets 

bookshelves 

Our wish list...  

 

And, for moving day, we will need… 

 

Packing boxes 

Bubble wrap 

Packing tape 

Felt markers 

 

And of course, volunteers with 

strong backs and big trucks!  We 

have set our goal to move into the 

new facility in late August 2009.   



 

Charis Hamm is very busy!  She is a 

15 year old girl who is a volunteer 

puppy raiser for Dogs with Wings.  

Her home school schedule allows her 

the flexibility needed to be available 

for Dash, a beautiful black lab from the 

Nova Scotia Flight litter.  Along with 

her grade 10 school work, Charis is a 

teaching assistant at the martial arts 

club where she works out.  She is also 

an award-winning balloon artist and 

entrepreneur! 
 

Dash is not only Charis‘ first Dogs 

with Wings puppy to raise , but also 

the family‘s first ever dog.  Charis has 

wanted a dog for as long as she can 

remember, but childhood asthma and 

allergies prevented her from having 

one.   When Charis was 9 years old, 

she saw a movie called ―More Than 

Puppy Love‖, which follows a puppy 

raising family‘s adventures as well as 

the service dog recipient‘s journey.  

From then on, she knew she wanted to 

raise a service puppy.  
 

Five years and several family moves 

later, by chance, Charis‘ company, 

Graceful Balloon Art, was hired by 

Dogs with Wings to make her balloon 

creations at one of our fundraising 

events.  With the contact established, 

as soon as the family settled into a 

house in Edmonton, Charis‘ dreams of 

being a puppy raiser were realized and 

Dash became part of their family.   

Charis, with the support of her family, 

has attended special events and 

presentations whenever she can.  She 

speaks with passion and knowledge 

about our programs and is a great 

ambassador for us.  Sometimes, it‘s 

easy to forget that she is a teen!   
 

Thank you,  Charis, and mom and dad, 

for everything you do to support our 

mission of fostering independence and 

integration for our clients! 
 

 

Check out Dash‘s own blog at http://

DogsWithWingsDash.blogspot.com 

and look at Charis‘ website at  http://

GracefulBalloonArt.com   

 

 

Save a Tree...If you would prefer to receive 

your Canine Courier electronically, send us 

your email  & we‘ll send the newsletter  

directly to your inbox. 

A Superstar Volunteer! 

Dash & Charis are learning together 

Watch for our annual Graduation and Gala 
 

The culmination of every good year at Dogs with Wings 

is the annual graduation ceremony and gala fundraiser.  

We are on track to have the largest graduating class ever 

for 2009. 

 

The graduation ceremony will take place on Saturday 

October 24, location to be announced..  This event is 

free and open to the public.  It‘s a beautiful thing to see 

our dogs  working faithfully with their partners.  

 

Following the graduation we will hold our Third Annual Dogs with Cause 

Gala and Charity Auction.  This year, the gala will be held on Thursday, 

November 5th at Blatchford Hangar in Fort Edmonton Park.   

 

Both events require many hours of planning and coordinating.  If you are 

interested in helping out on our special events committees, please call the 

office!  There is lots to do! 

 

Please, mark you calendars and don‘t miss these two events! 

 

We want to tell you about Alex Sutton.  

He is the twelve year old son of puppy 

raisers Andrew and Stephanie Sutton.  

Recently Alex had a birthday.  He asked 

his friends not to give him a birthday 

gift, but instead to give a donation to 

Dogs with Wings.  He managed to raise 

$120 which he donated to our society to 

help us build our new facility. 

 

Congratulations to Andrew and 

Stephanie for raising your son to be a 

fine young man who already 

understands the importance of giving. 

 

Thank you to Alex‘s  friends for their 

generosity.  And especially thank you 

Alex and HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

Happy Birthday Alex 

http://GracefulBalloonArt.com
http://GracefulBalloonArt.com


Behind every Dog With Wings is a story, not just about the 

dog, but the volunteers, trainers, and most importantly, the 

person who receives one of these wonderful dogs. 

 

It‘s a lot of hard work by everyone to get the dog trained 

and placed with the person in need. Matching the dogs with 

the final client is sometimes just magic. Believe me when I 

say this is a story about someone who has had magic hit 

him, not once, but twice, thanks to Dogs With Wings. 

 

Ray needed a Seeing Eye dog, and he applied for one with 

what is now Dogs with Wings. He had gone from a highly 

productive working individual, to disabled in what must 

have felt like a second. He was relying on his wife Lea to 

help him out, but as a very independent person, he was 

frustrated with being tied down. Could a seeing eye dog 

help? 

 

At the same time we had received our first adult dog in 

training, Pride, a beautiful Golden Retriever.  He was a 

perfect gentleman, a very gentle dog, but he had his silly 

moments. He loved everyone, even our finicky Greyhound, 

Brindle. He quickly wagged his way into our hearts. We 

knew he was intended for great things, and he didn‘t 

disappoint us, or Ray. 

 

Ray and Pride became quite the team; if you were ever in 

West Edmonton Mall, you likely saw them, confidently 

walking on their way to Starbucks. They went to 

Disneyland, and quickly found out that Pride didn‘t like 

fireworks. We forgot to tell Ray that Pride would hide 

under the bed during thunderstorms.  For a big dog, he sure 

could fit into small places! 

 

Fast forward in time. We had just welcomed Enzo into our 

house as our fourth adult dog in training. He was a big 

beautiful lab/retriever mix. I couldn‘t believe how much he 

reminded me of Pride, the same gentle manners, with the 

same affection for everyone, and the same silly streak. 

 

Then I got a call from Maria, that our beautiful Pride had 

unexpectedly passed away. We will never forget you, 

Pride, you enriched all of our lives.  Go run and play with 

our Brindle. Ray of course was devastated and having just 

lost his seeing partner, didn‘t want to even think about 

another dog. 

 

Enter Enzo! Maria knew that time heals and that Ray 

would want another dog, so she put all the adult dogs 

through their paces, and who should emerge as the perfect 

seeing eye dog of the bunch? Enzo. 

 

Think about the chances of this happening, we had both 

Pride and Enzo, just when Ray needed them. A miracle or 

destiny? What I think is that Dogs With Wings makes 

miracles happen every time they match up a client in need 

with a dog that wants to help. 

 

Sure enough, Ray phoned and told Maria that he would like 

another dog, and Maria told him she was already training 

one for him. Ray and Lea scoured all the pictures of dogs, 

thinking they might figure out which one going to be the 

ONE. They even asked if we were still helping raise adult 

dogs, and Maria said yes. How she kept the secret for so 

long, I‘m not sure, but I could barely wait for them to find 

out that Enzo was their new boy, and that we just happened 

to be his adult raiser. 

 

I think they were in shock when they saw it was me with 

Enzo, but it just felt right, a continuation of the circle of 

caring. Enzo has been to Disneyland now too, but most 

importantly, he has earned his wings and Ray has another 

seeing partner. So, next time you are in West Edmonton 

Mall, look for a pair of fast walking guys heading towards 

Starbucks. 

 

As the puppy raisers 

pass the pup to the 

adult raisers, and as 

the adult raisers 

pass the dog to their 

final caregiver, 

many tears fall, but 

seeing the good the 

dogs do for their 

person in need 

keeps us 

volunteering so we 

can help one more 

person with a tiny 

miracle. 

 

In Praise of Pride & Enzo 

By Brenda & family, Foster Rasiers  

Pride,   wearing his “In Training” Jacket 

Ray and Lea at the  

mall with Enzo 
 



Our new Home 
After many years of wishing, hoping 

and planning, we are thrilled to 

announce that we have a new home!   

 

In the last couple of years, we have 

gained increased prominence in 

Alberta for the work we do; this is very 

gratifying. We are pleased that many 

more Albertans are accessing our 

services.  To meet the needs of our 

clients, we MUST GROW.  

 

We are putting down our permanent 

roots at 11343 - 174th Street, in 

Edmonton‘s west end.  This location 

provides easy access from the 

Yellowhead, Anthony Henday, Stony 

Plain Road, 118th Avenue, as well as 

170th and 178th Streets. 

 

This brand new development offers 

plenty of unreserved parking for staff 

and volunteers, wheelchair access, a 

rear loading door (no more receiving 

dog food deliveries one bag at a time!) 

and a permanent green space located 

directly behind the building, so we will 

be able to relieve the dogs easily. 

 

Planning for the training areas and 

offices is almost complete; we will 

have offices built on two floors. As a 

truly accessible location, our plan is to 

install a wheelchair lift or elevator. 

Wheelchair accessible washrooms, 

hallways and doorways are specified 

throughout. 

 

At the rear of the building will be a 

large training room with additional 

kennels, a vet care room, bathing, 

grooming and storage areas.  We have 

plans for an equipped soft room that 

will be a tremendous help when 

interviewing and interacting with our 

young autism clients. 

 

We are excited and happy to see what 

the future will bring for Dogs with 

Wings as we take this huge step into 

our future. 

 

 

This location offers us many positive 

things, and while it will be modest, it 

will allow us to conduct training 

classes on site, as well as the ability to 

do some of the specialized training we 

need for our Autism clients and their 

dogs. The additional work space for 

our staff and volunteers is also most 

welcome. 

 

Additional information is available for 

sponsorships, naming rights and other 

opportunities so you can take a ground

-floor position in this exciting 

new chapter in our history. 

Future home of Dogs with Wings, located at 11343 174 St. Edmonton 

 

Thank you for helping us grow! 

14550  116 Avenue   Edmonton, AB   T5M 3E9 

The personal information you provide to us is used for the purpose of maintaining contact with you.   

Dogs with Wings does not sell, trade or otherwise share your information.   

You may contact us anytime by phone at (780) 944-8011 or by e-mail at info@dogswithwings.ca.  



Capital fundraising and plans 
We are starting our Capital Campaign 

immediately in order to raise new 

funds to complete and equip our new 

building.  

 

In total, the project will cost 

approximately $600,000.  The building 

was purchased for $399,000 and we 

have budgeted $200,000 for 

construction, renovations and 

specialized equipment.  

 

We have arranged financing to allow 

us to start construction right away, but 

we are already looking forward to 

holding a Mortgage Burning Party!  

 

Very little is accomplished in baby 

steps, so Dogs with Wings is taking a 

giant leap into this project.  The 

drawings are being finalized, ready for 

approval by the City of Edmonton. 

Once that approval is received we will 

begin construction immediately!  And 

already, the monies are starting to 

come in. Upon learning of our plans, 

one of our long time sponsors 

immediately committed $25,000 

towards this project.  

 

In recognition of their generous kick 

off donation, and their show of support 

for our exciting step, we will name the 

training room after them.  Watch for 

the unveiling in honour of this sponsor. 

 

We have other naming opportunities, 

and donor recognition as well.  If you, 

or someone you know would like more 

information on how to help Dogs with 

Wings, please call John Wheelwright 

anytime at 780-944-8011!   

  

 

 

 

How you can help: 

 

Name the Building  $100,000 

 

Sponsor the elevator $  50,000 

 

Name a room  

 (4 available) $  25,000 

 

Gold Sponsor 

 (10 available) $  10,000 

 

Silver Sponsor 

 (20 available) $    5,000 

 

Bronze Sponsor 

 (50 available) $    1,000 
 

A donor recognition wall will display the 

names of all people who have donated 

special funds towards our new home.   

  

 

Reasons to Give to  

Dogs with Wings… 
 

There are so many reasons for giving 

to Dogs with Wings.  You can give 

because you: 

 

1. You already know and love Dogs 

with Wings and can‘t wait to see 

us in our permanent home. 

 

2. You love the idea of being part of 

something really important—

Fostering the independence and 

integration for a person with a  

disability 

 

3.   You love dogs! and are constantly 

amazed at all they have to offer us. 

 

4. You love that our organization is 

committed to permanent roots in 

Alberta. 

 

5.   You love your community and are 

proud that right here in Edmonton 

is one of only three organizations 

in the country offering this special 

ray of hope to families with chil-

dren with autism. 

 

There are so many other reasons, but 

we think this is a good start.  You may 

have noticed that, like all giving, it  all 

starts with love.  What do you love?   

What are your reasons to give? 

Yes! I want to help Dogs with Wings in their new home! 
 

Name:       Address:          
 

City:       Province:    Postal Code     

 

Email:         

 

Enclosed is my gift:  $25 $50 $100  $250   $500    Other $       

   please circle   Cheque    Visa     Mastercard 

Credit Card #      Signature:         

 

 Please contact me with information about Capital Contributions   Planned Giving    
 

Expiry Date:        Card Holder Name (please print)       
 

Please make your cheque payable to Dogs with Wings 



Can you help us soar? 
 

We would like to attend the 

Assistance Dogs International trainers 

conference in Colorado in October 

2009 and the convention in Toronto in 

May 2010. Professional development 

and Education for our trainers is 

critical to producing assistance dogs 

to those who need them.  We are 

grateful for donations in the form of 

airline tickets, frequent flyer coupons 

or monetary contributions to help with 

hotel & conference fees. 

Alberta Community Spirit 

2008 

The Community Spirit Program was 

created to help increase charitable 

donations by individual Albertans to 

Alberta's non-profit and charitable 

organizations. The program is donor-

driven, meaning Albertans decide 

where they want their donations to go. 

In a nutshell, the program matches, 

dollar for dollar private donations to 

charities, up to a maximum of 

$25,000.  In April 2009, Dogs with 

Wings attended a media event, where 

we were presented a cheque by 

Minister of Culture & Community 

Spirit, Lindsay Blackett  for the 

maximum amount.  Thank you donors 

and friends, and thank you 

ALBERTA for recognizing the value 

of Alberta‘s charitable organizations! 

Dog Foster Family Sponsor  

Puppy Program 

Garnet Susan Dueck 

Gidget Jill Avis 

Ginger Andrew Sutton 

Glory Jung Mi & Gi Ho Yoon 

Goldie Dustin Delfs & Tara Langlois 

Harlow Georgina Lawrence  

Haven Brenna Kelley 

Hawkeye Amanda Kohn 

Hudson Peter Kawalilak 

Hydra DJ Hladky & Jennifer Russell 

Schooner Leah Mangano 

Sable Tim Barnes and Nancy Kociancic 

Fergus     Lauren and Thomas Brennand BTA  

Flash              Sherry Banack All-Fab 

Fab                   Wendy & Emily Nelson Cessco  

Freedom              Moira Wegner DDB 

Finnegan          Lori Walklin Stahl Peterbilt 

Forester                Kathy Nelson LOF 

Gunner Fran & Jack Peacock 

Pilot Rachel & Maxine Pihrag 

Jet Sherri Davidson 

Sierra Ron & Melanie Alexander 

Skye Kimberly & Heinz Schilling 

Dash Charis Hamm 

Advanced Training   

Chester Norma & Mike Chow 

Clipper John Wheelwright 

Digby Diane Esslinger 

Hope Patty Marsh 

Ebony             Bill & Wynne Edwards Dacro Industries  

Eddy       Tom & Sharon McAthey Stahl Peterbilt 

Rigger        Brenda Abbott  Boilermakers 146 

Breeding Stock 

Wally Debbie Csongradi 

Brooklyn Kendall Hayman 

Macy                        Cheryl Newton Stahl Peterbilt 

In the Dog Pile 
Thank you to all the people who open their hearts and homes for our dogs! 

 

In March 2009 our friend and client Jacqueline Beaudry 

passed away.  She was a great lady full of passion and spirit 

who loved her guide dog Chloe with all her heart.  She was 

an advocate and friend to all of us here at Dogs with 

Wings.  She inspired and challenged us and we will never 

forget her.  

 

We are very sad to tell you also, that Misty, DWW‘s first 

ever breeding dog passed away in May  2009.  Ten of her 

puppies went on to become certified assistance dogs, 

making a profound impact on the lives they touched.  Misty 

will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved her. Our 

hearts go out to Joan and Bill, and our sincere thanks for 

the life and loving home they gave to Misty.  

 

In October 2008, Ray Taylor informed us that his guide 

dog Pride had passed away.  Pride worked faithfully with 

Ray for 6 years and we know that he was a trusted and 

valued friend. Read about Ray & Pride‘s story on page 4. 

Sad news 

It takes a Pile of volunteers to help us do what we do.  We are grateful for  

everyone of you! 



  
Please return all Canadian   

undeliverable to: 

 

14550  116 Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5M 3E9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toll  free: 877-252-9433 

email:  info@dogswithwings.ca 

www.dogswithwings.ca 
Raise a Puppy—Change a Life 

Help someone in your community by 

volunteering to raise a DWW puppy in 

your loving home for 12—14 months. 

 

Food,  veterinary care and training 

classes are provided by DWW! 

 

We will need puppy-raisers for 

September/October  

Puppy Alert! 

For more information or to 

volunteer call: 

Toll Free:  877-252-9433 

Edmonton:  780-944-8011 
puppyschool@dogswithwings.ca  

PN#  40024266 


