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Shuffle Up & Deal 

Charity Poker Tournament 
 

Dogs with Wings, along with Gavin 

and Carmen Mulcahey, are planning 

the ―2nd Annual, Dogs with Wings 

Charity Poker Tournament‖ fundraiser.  

 

Gavin and Carmen’s son Darren has 

Autism Spectrum Disorder. The family 

is currently on the waiting list for an 

Autism Service Dog for Darren. This 

dog will provide increased 

independence for Darren and a sense 

of security for the family when in 

public places. The dog will prevent 

Darren from ―bolting‖ and potentially 

getting into dangerous situations. It 

will also be Darren’s companion and 

help him to regulate his emotions. 
 

The Poker Tournament is a No 

Limit, Texas Hold’em game with a 

$100 buy in.  It will be held at the 

River Cree Resort & Casino on 

Sunday, April 26, 2009. The 

tournament last year raised $6,350! 
 

If you would like to play, call Irene at 

the Dogs with Wings office to register. 

Fifty percent of the buy in goes 

directly to the autism dog program and 

you will receive a tax receipt.  It’s a 

really fun event! If you have ever 

wanted to play a tournament in a 

casino, this is your chance!  There will 

be fun for all levels of players, lots of 

prizes and a few surprises, too! 
 

We need everyone’s help in gathering  

items that can be used to supplement 

our prize pool.  You can drop off your 

donation here at the office, or call 

Irene if you need pick up.   

(780-944-8011) 

Message from the  

Executive Director 

 

By John Wheelwright 

 

Visitors to our web site will notice 

some additions: the Assistance Dog 

International logo now features 

prominently to confirm that our 

accreditation is now complete and we 

are a fully recognized ADI school.  

 

One of the many pleasures of attending 

the ADI conference recently in 

Orlando was the ceremony where Elisa 

and I were formally presented with our 

ADI plaque. This recognition has been 

a long time coming and is a real 

feather in our cap. Only 3 schools in 

all of Canada have met ADI’s stringent 

standards for the training and 

placement of Service Dogs. Well done, 

DWW! 
 

Our sights are now set on being 

accredited by the International Guide 

Dog Federation (IGDF) which will 

result in our Guide Dogs being 

certified under the Blind Persons 

Rights Act. We are working on our 

IGDF application and should have it 

ready to submit by summer, 2009.  

 

For those interested in more 

information on the new Service Dogs 

Act, you will find a link on the 

―What’s New‖ page of our web site. 

 

Our search for a new home continues 

apace. We had discovered a 

seemingly perfect building to lease 

just north of the downtown, but zoning 

for this location has proved 

unworkable and the search goes on. 

One unexpected result of the recent 

downturn in our provincial economy is 

that we expect a number of locations to 

come on the market in the next couple 

of months. 

Congratulations  

 

On January 13, 2009 

John Wheelwright & 

Elisa Irlam received a 

plaque from Assistance 

Dogs International  

recognizing that Dogs 

with Wings is now fully accredited. 

Continued on page 2 



UA Local 488 
 

In this newsletter we are pleased to tell 

you about one of our sponsors, UA 

Local 488.  UA  488 is the union local 

of Plumbers and Pipefitters 

headquartered here in Edmonton. They 

are Canada’s largest pipe trades union 

local with 10,000 members.  They 

supply their skills to construction 

industry partners in Edmonton and 

throughout Northern Alberta. 

In the summer of 2007, UA Local 

488’s charitable giving committee met 

and decided that they would support a 

Service Dog in training.  They chose 

Elliott, a beautiful black lab from our 

E litter who has been working hard at 

learning his lessons.  He has done well 

and when he moved into adult 

training, UA Local 488 committed to 

follow his training and donated $5000 

to further support him.   

Elliott has now progressed into the 

final stages of his training and will 

soon be matched with his partner.  

Elliott has been trained to serve as an 

Autism Dog and will be partnered with 

a young child living with autism 

spectrum disorder.   

Dogs with Wings is grateful for the 

support from the members of UA 

Local 488 and looks forward to a long 

relationship with them. 

Welcome  to  our                  

G and H litters! 

January 2009 was very busy for Dogs 

with Wings.   

On the fifth, Brooklyn and Wally gave 

us 5 beautiful pups.  They were 

HUGE! Blue, the only male, weighed 

in at 626 grams. The girls were Green 

633 grams, Purple 544 grams, Pink 

622 grams, and little Yellow was 519 

grams. 

On the 21st, Libby, bred to a US dog 

named Fire, gave us 6 more pups.  

They are Green male 519 grams, 

Purple female 502 grams, Yellow 

female 480 grams, Blue male 517 

grams, Orange female 512 grams and 

Red female 450 grams.  Its interesting 

that the biggest of the H’s is equal to 

the smallest of the G’s!  We’ll have to 

watch and see who grows up to be the 

biggest. 

If you’re wondering about the colour 

names, they are temporary.  As the 

pups are born they are identified with a 

coloured ribbon collar and their growth 

and development is tracked right from 

birth.  It’s just like when babies are 

identified in the hospital with a wrist 

band.  They will receive their ―real 

names‖ at about 8 weeks of age. 

Dogs with Wings thanks Vetoquinol 

Canada for donating a milk 

replacement supplement for our G and 

H puppies.  This supplement helps us 

to ensure that our puppies are receiving 

all the nutrition they need to grow 

strong and healthy. 

 

The Canine Courier is published by 

DOGS WITH WINGS. 

Editor:  Wynne Edwards 

If you have comments or  

suggestions for future stories, please 

contact the Editor, Canine Courier 

care of info@dogswithwings.ca. 
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Elliott…photo Laughing Dog Photography 

Brooklyn with Yellow 

Libby with her babies—This is Libby’s  4th 

litter 
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But, as always, if anyone has any ideas 

or leads on properties, please give me a 

call. 

We are also very pleased with the results 

of our volunteer-based training 

initiative. Several of our senior raisers 

have stepped forward to assist with 

heading up a new training initiative for 

our various puppy litters. These 

volunteers are not only donating their 

time and expertise, but it also means that 

we can free up more of Maria Illes’ time 

to complete the very important work of 

finishing our adult dogs and conducting 

team training with client and dog. Once 

again, DWW volunteers have stepped up 

to the plate allowing our organization to 

fly! 

Save a Tree...If you would  

prefer to receive your Canine 

Courier electronically, send us 

your email  & we’ll send the 

newsletter directly to your inbox. 



Puppy Leaders 
  

New for Dogs with Wings in 2009 is 

the start of volunteer programs in the 

way of Puppy Leaders, Adult Dog 

Helpers and Volunteer Mentoring.   

 

As of writing this newsletter we have 

thirty puppies in the puppy program.  

Add that to the ten adults in training 

and the breeding stock and you can see 

that managing all their training time is 

just overwhelming!  Head trainer 

Maria has come up with programs 

utilizing the skills of some of our 

experienced puppy raisers. 

 

Long time friend to Dogs with Wings 

Debbie Csongradi is leading the F litter 

group.  With her experience and 

knowledge, she has been able to take 

over the puppy stage training for this 

litter and is the first contact for all 

raisers with F puppies.   

 

Dr. Patty Marsh is heading up the 

Nova Scotia 1 group.  Patty has 

extensive knowledge in animal health 

and training.  Patty works part time as 

veterinarian at a practice in 

Wetaskewin.  She is a tremendous 

asset to us here in the office as well.   

 

Amanda Kohn is heading up the Nova 

Scotia 2, or Flight litter.  Amanda and 

her family have opened up their home 

for our Libby to have her puppies, the 

H litter. With volunteers like these 

three ladies, Maria is be able to devote 

her time to finishing and fine tuning 

the training of each dog to match them 

perfectly for our clients’ needs. 

 

We extend a huge thank you to Susan 

Dueck, Shannon Northcott and Rachel 

Pihrag as well.  Susan, Shannon and 

Rachel come in to the office to help 

look after the adult dogs during the day 

and work with them in training under 

Maria’s direction.  Lori Walklin, 

Sherri Davidson and Maxine Pihrag 

are the first volunteers in our 

mentoring program—a program that 

helps our newest volunteers learn the 

ropes of fostering a dog in training.  

It’s great to see everyone pulling 

together to help our Dogs with Wings. 

Service Dog Etiquette 

Not everyone knows how to interact 

with a working Service Dog.  If you 

are ever asked, here is some quick 

information about interacting with a 

working team.  
 

First, recognize that a service dog is 

not a pet! A service dog has 

approximately 2 years of intensive 

socialization and training and is an 

expert in what he does. Most have 

been bred from working dog stock and 

not only thoroughly enjoy, but need to 

work. 

 

A person who has a service dog has a 

very well-trained working dog. When 

you meet them, remember that the dog 

is working. Don’t interrupt him from 

doing his job. Working dogs need to 

stay focused and alert to their partners’ 

needs.  This is usually the time spent  

when they are in public places.   

 

Never pet the dog or make noises at 

the dog without first getting the 

permission of the dog’s partner.   

 

Always speak to the human partner 

first, before beginning to interact with 

the dog. If the person says, ―No,‖ then 

the answer is, ―No.‖  Simply agree 

with it and go with it. It has nothing to 

do with you, it has to do with the 

service dog and his duties.  

 

Never offer food to a service dog! This 

will surely distract him from his job.  
 

If you encounter a service dog in 

training or a puppy in training, ignore 

it! At this stage of training, they are 

easily distractible. 
 

Really, it’s basic etiquette.  Treat 

everyone as you would wish to be 

treated—with dignity and respect. 

Dogs with Wings Puppy Leaders and 

Adult Dog helpers front row, L to R 

Amanda Kohn, Lori Walklin, Shannon 

Northcott, Patty Marsh, back row Maria 

Illes, Susan Dueck, Rachel and Maxine 

Pihrag, missing is Debbie Csongradi 

Donate now! 
 

Did you know that you can donate on 

line at our website?  Click on the  

Donate Now button to make a safe,  

secure donation through Canada Helps. 

www.dogswithwings.ca 



A dog for Alex 
 
A letter by Neil & Stacey Hamel 
 

Our son, Alex, is a gentle and kind 

soul with an incredible love for music 

and a great sense of humour.  Alex 

also has Autism and experiences our 

world in a very unique and sometimes 

challenging way. 
 

In the fall of 2007 we applied to be 

part of a program called Dogs with 

Wings Assistance Dog Society.  Dogs 

with Wings is a non-profit, registered 

charity, which raises and trains 

assistance dogs and partners them with 

people who have disabilities.  The cost 

to raise, train and place one of these 

special dogs is up to $30,000.  The 

family receiving the dog pays only one 

dollar. 

In May of 2008 the Hamel’s found out 

that Alex had been accepted into the 

program and put on the wait list 

(approximately 1.5 years).  
 

 Dogs with Wings is currently training 

a dog for Alex that will help him, and 

the whole family, cope with some of 

the challenges Alex faces on a daily 

basis. 
 

In appreciation to Dogs with Wings for 

providing this dog for Alex, and in 

respect to other families living with 

similar challenges, we are organizing 

fundraisers to help cover the cost of 

providing these exceptional animals.  

Our goal is to raise $20,000. 
 

We are currently organizing a 

community garage sale for the spring.  

Since many hands make light work, we 

are asking everyone to consider having 

their own garage sale and donating 

some, or all, of the earning to Dogs 

with Wings.  If you would like to join 

us in our efforts, or if you have 

questions or other fundraising ideas, 

please contact us. 

Neil & Stacey Hamel 

 

If you would like more information on  

the Hamel’s fundraising drive or to 

contact the family, email us at 

info@dogswithwings.ca 
 

Autism is a life-long developmental 

disability which creates challenges 

with the use of language, reaction to 

stimuli, interpretation of the world and 

the formation of relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Research has shown that dogs and 

children with Autism can develop a 

wonderful relationship leading to more 

independence and allowing 

the child and the entire family to 

enjoy their surroundings with 

greater safety and less stress. 

Thank you 
 

We are please to announce that we 

have received support from the 

PricewaterhouseCoopers Foundation 

2008 –2009 Leadership Grant 

program.  The funds we received from 

this grant have enabled Dogs with 

Wings to send our Executive Director 

to the Assistance Dogs International 

conference where he gained invaluable 

knowledge regarding the management 

of our society.  We are grateful for the 

support of PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

Still Wishing... 
Following is a list of items that we 

always need.   

Canadian Tire Money 

Air Miles 

Dog treats 

Toys—Nylabones, Kongs 

Grooming equipment—brushes, 

Any donated items frees up money 

from our budget that we can spend on 

our programs.  No matter how small 

your donation may seem to you, it 

truly makes a difference to us! 
 

OUR NUMBER ONE WISH 

A NEW FACILITY 
 

We are growing out of  our current 

location faster than you can imagine.  

With so many dogs in the programs 

you can imagine how busy we are 

with all that training!  A new space 

with room for indoor training, sepa-

rate day kenneling and room for 

trainers to have their own office will 

be such a help.  We will keep you 

posted as our search for new space 

develops. 

Watch us soar! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our pups are progressing well.  The 

Nova Scotia 1 and F litter puppies will 

be moving into their adult stage of 

training soon. 
 

Nova Scotia 1’s celebrated their first 

birthday February 11th.  Rigger, Digby 

and Clipper are already beginning their 

formal training.  Sable, Schooner and 

Hope will begin shortly. 
 

The F litter will have their 1st birthday 

on March 29th.  Fab, Fergus, Freedom, 

Flash, Finnegan and Forester are all 

doing very well in puppy school! 
 

Our puppies success is directly a result 

of the dedication and effort put forth 

by our volunteers!   

Thank you everyone! 

Earning their wings 

 

 

 
Currently in adult training are Elliott, 

Enzo, Everest, Ebony, Eddy, Chester, 

Caper, Macy and May. 
 

.  


